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Abstract

A Study on the Literary Acceptance and Cultural Application of
Poetry by Zhu Xi
— With a focus on < Thoughts from Reading(H%#/)> —

Jeong, Woo—Rak

This paper presents an investigation into the ways <7houghts from Reading
(B247%b, a representative collection of moral philosophical poems by Zhu
Xi, was accepted and developed in the literature and culture of classical
scholars in Joseon. The process helped us fully perceive the sounds of mind
that nature conveyed to human beings and the mind-based exchanges between
nature and man. The Neo-Confucian scholars believed that there was the
natural law in all things in the universe, which means that the natural law
is found in nature as well as man. It was believed that man and nature had
no difference at all between them in the aspect of main body theory and
accordingly could achieve unity between them. It was along that boundary
that the sounds of mind conveyed by nature would be heard.

Zhu Xi's <7houghts from Reading> was also accepted in the cultural aspect.
The classical scholars of Joseon would dig up a square pond when building a
garden including the cases of Lee Hwang and Lee Jin-sang, who built a garden,
dug up a square pond, and had the valley water flow into it. They also dug up
a square pond and planted lotus flowers there at Namgye Seowon where Jeong
Yeo-chang was enshrined. They would also give natural and artificial objects
names related to <7houghts from Reading> including Cheongwangwoonyeongdae
(FrhZER4E) of Andong named by Lee Hwang, Hwallaejeong(ifs=) of Gangreung
named by Lee Hu, and llgamheon(—##f) of Seongju named by Lee Jin-sang.
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A look at Gugok poetry shows the fusion of literature and culture in
<Thoughts from Reading> by Zhu Xi. The classical scholars of Joseon managed
Gugokwonrim(JuiiiE#f) by copying his Muigugok(## /i), but they moved away
from his management style. Except for a few cases, however, they usually
followed his style of tracing up the flow and finding the origin of spring
called “Wondu(i5#g)", which is the source of mind presented in his <7houghts
from Reading>. The classical scholars built a pavilion and borrowed the
rhyming words from his Gugok poems, managing Gugokwonrim. The fusion
of literature and culture became one of the features of classical scholars’
culture in Joseon, and they tried to achieve unity between nature and man
actively through it.

poetry by Zhu Xi, <Thoughts from Reading>, literary acceptance, cultural
application, mind theory, square pond, Cheongwangwoonyeong(K)Y:E#), Hwalsu
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